
PYLUSD 11th/12th Grade Argument Rubric
4 Advanced 3 Proficient 2 Below Proficient 1 Far Below Proficient

Writing

W11-12.1
W11-12.4

Demonstrates a sophisticated and thorough
understanding of the topic:
� Strongly introduces and establishes a precise, 

knowledgeable claim and its significance

Demonstrates an understanding of the topic:

� Introduces and establishes a precise, 
knowledgeable claim and its significance

Demonstrates a limited understanding of the topic:

� Introduces a weak and unclear claim

Does not demonstrate an understanding of the 
topic:
� Does not introduce a claim
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� Strongly develops a claim and counterclaims fairly 
and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant 
evidence for each while clearly pointing out the 
strengths and limitations of both

� Develops a claim and counterclaims fairly and 
thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence 
for each while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both

� Develops a claim and counterclaims but either
does not supply relevant evidence for each or
fails to point out the strengths and limitations 
of both

� Does not develop a claim and counterclaims by 
supplying relevant evidence for each and 
pointing out the strengths and limitations of 
both

� Clearly and consistently considers the audience’s 
knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible 
biases

� Clearly considers the audience’s knowledge level, 
concerns, values, and possible biases

� Inconsistently considers the audience’s 
knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible 
biases

� Does not consider the audience’s knowledge 
level, concerns, values, and possible biases

� Effectively uses appropriate and varied transitions 
(e.g., words, phases, clauses) and varied syntax to 
create cohesion and clarify the relationships between 
the claim and reasons, between reasons and 
evidence, and between the claim and counterclaims

� Uses appropriate transitions (e.g., words, phases, 
clauses) and varied syntax to create cohesion and 
clarify the relationships between the claim and 
reasons, between reasons and evidence, and 
between the claim and counterclaims

� Uses appropriate, but limited transitions and 
varied syntax to create some cohesion and 
partially clarify the relationships between the 
claim and reasons, between reasons and 
evidence, and between the claim and 
counterclaims

� Does not use appropriate transitions and varied 
syntax to create cohesion and clarify the 
relationships between the claim and reasons, 
between reasons and evidence, and between the 
claim and counterclaims

� Effectively uses specific rhetorical devices to 
strongly support assertions (e.g., appeal to logic 
through reasoning; appeal to emotion or ethical 
belief; relate a personal anecdote, case study, or 
analogy)

� Uses specific rhetorical devices to support 
assertions (e.g., appeal to logic through reasoning; 
appeal to emotion or ethical belief; relate a 
personal anecdote, case study, or analogy)

� Ineffectively uses specific rhetorical devices to 
support assertions (e.g., appeal to logic through 
reasoning; appeal to emotion or ethical belief; 
relate a personal anecdote, case study, or 
analogy)

� Does not use specific rhetorical devices to 
support assertions (e.g., appeal to logic through 
reasoning; appeal to emotion or ethical belief; 
relate a personal anecdote, case study, or 
analogy)

� Logically and seamlessly sequences the claim, 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence

� Logically sequences the claim, counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence

� Sequence of the claim, counterclaims, reasons, 
and evidence is somewhat illogical creating 
some confusion

� Lacks a logical sequence of the claim, 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence creating 
much confusion

� Establishes and maintains a formal, sophisticated
style with an objective tone

� Establishes and maintains a formal style with an 
objective tone

� Establishes but does not maintain a formal 
style with an objective tone

� Does not establish a formal style with an 
objective tone

� Provides a concluding statement or section that 
strengthens and supports the argument presented

� Provides a concluding statement or section that 
follows from and supports the argument presented

� Provides a weak concluding statement or 
section

� Does not provide a concluding statement or 
section

Citations 
& 

Sources

W11-12.8
W11-12.9
RL11-12.1
RI11-12.1

� Follows a standard format for citation with no
errors (e.g., MLA, APA, etc.) when indicated and 
appropriate

� Follows a standard format for citation with few 
errors (e.g., MLA, APA, etc.) when indicated and 
appropriate

� Follows a standard format for citation with 
many errors (e.g., MLA, APA, etc.) when 
indicated and appropriate

� Does not follow a standard format for citation 
(e.g., MLA, APA, etc.) when indicated and 
appropriate

� Quotes or paraphrases evidence accurately and with 
fluidity to strengthen the argument presented

� Quotes or paraphrases evidence accurately � Quotes or paraphrases some evidence 
accurately

� Either does not quote or paraphrase evidence or
does not do so accurately

� Uses credible sources to strongly support analysis � Uses credible sources to support analysis � Uses at least one credible source to support 
analysis

� Does not use credible sources

Language

L11-12.1
L11-12.2
L11-12.3
L11-12.6

� Writes and edits work so that it conforms to the 
guidelines in a style manual with no errors (e.g., 
MLA Handbook, etc.) when indicated and 
appropriate

� Writes and edits work so that it conforms to the 
guidelines in a style manual with few errors (e.g., 
MLA Handbook, etc.) when indicated and 
appropriate

� Writes and edits work so that it conforms to the 
guidelines in a style manual with many errors 
(e.g., MLA Handbook, etc.) when indicated and 
appropriate

� Does not write and edit work so that it 
conforms to the guidelines in a style manual 
(e.g., MLA Handbook, etc.) when indicated and 
appropriate

� Varies syntax, sentence structures, lengths, and 
starters to strengthen purpose, position, and 
effect

� Varies syntax, sentence structures, lengths, and 
starters

� Has limited variety in syntax, sentence 
structure, lengths, and/or starters

� Does not vary syntax, sentence structure, 
lengths, or starters (contains many fragments, 
run-ons, and/or repetitive/choppy sentences)

� Effectively uses parallel structure with accuracy to 
strengthen purpose, position, and effect

� Uses parallel structure with accuracy � Uses parallel structure with limited accuracy � Does not use parallel structure

� Uses above grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases with accuracy

� Uses grade-appropriate general academic and
domain-specific words and phrases with accuracy

� Uses grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases with limited 
accuracy

� Uses simplistic, below grade-appropriate words 
and phrases

� Chooses language that clearly expresses ideas 
precisely and concisely

� Chooses language that expresses ideas precisely 
and concisely

� Chooses simple, but understandable language 
that may contain some wordiness and 
redundancy

� Chooses unclear and confusing language

� Consistently uses active voice with no errors � Uses active voice with few errors � Uses active voice with many errors � Uses a predominantly passive voice
� Demonstrates command of the conventions of 

standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling with a minor error

� Demonstrates command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling with few errors

� Demonstrates command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling with many errors

� Text is confusing due to frequent errors in the 
conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling
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